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Friendship and Joy! 
 
The 29th National Encounter was held a few 
weeks ago in Scranton, PA with nearly 900 
Cursillistas attending from across the nation.  
More than thirty members of our local 
movement participated in this weekend filled 
with joy.  We had the opportunity to hear from 
Eduardo Bonnín’s companions from Mallorca 
who made the trip to the U.S. to share their 
firsthand reflections and anecdotes of him and 
the Cursillo.  It was inspiring to hear how the 
method, in its simplicity, shares the love of God 
through friendships started in Mallorca and is 
now in Dioceses all around the world. 
 
The liturgies were celebrated beautifully, as one 
congregation, in the many languages of the 
Cursillistas present.  Four Bishops attended the 
encounter and shared inspiring reflections on 
Cursillo and the scriptures.  The graces and joy 
brought forth during the Masses were a blessing 
from the Holy Spirit.  
 
The workshop sessions shared with us the basics 
of Pre-Cursillo and Post-Cursillo in talks 
presented by a companion of Eduardo Bonnín 
from Mallorca.  We were encouraged to embrace 
the simplicity of the method so that it may bear  

 
 
fruit.  A talk on the Step-by-Step Rector(a)s Guide 
was also given.  The Step-by-Step was created 
from Eduardo’s notes and spiritual testament to 
provide the authentic guide to the Three-day 
weekend as it was established in Mallorca.  After 
each session we had the opportunity to break into 
small groups to share and discuss with Cursillistas 
from around the country.  It is our hope to study 
these materials and renew the movement in the 
light of the original charism as inspired within 
Eduardo by the Holy Spirit.    
 
This is the third National encounter that I have 
been able to attend.  As I walked around the 
meeting hall and campus I reconnected with the 
many Cursillistas I had met in San Antonio and  
Seattle.  We knew each other as friends in Christ 
through our sharing with each other in the group 
reunions of those previous encounters.  This 
showed to me the power of the Cursillo method to 
build friendships through Group Reunion and 
Ultreya.  This is the power we have as Cursillistas 
to share the love God has for all by Making a 
Friend, Being a friend and Bringing a friend to 
Christ.  
 
The National Cursillo Center will soon have the 

video, audio and transcripts of the 
Homilies, Keynotes and workshop 
presentations available on their 
website (https://www.natl-cursillo.org/
resource-center/).   The materials 
from previous years are currently 
posted.  Make an effort to add these 
to your plan for Study and join us at 
future School of Leaders sessions as 
we move forward together with Christ! 
 
  Ultreya! 

Woody 

https://www.natl-cursillo.org/resource-center/
https://www.natl-cursillo.org/resource-center/
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We traveled to Scranton, not that far away,  
For the National Cursillo Encounter – a weekend to learn and pray. 
 
Woody and Lisa encouraged those who could to go  
That what we would encounter would set our hearts aglow. 
 
Imagine yourself among 900 Cursillistas who believe as you do  
Who worship and love our God so humble and true. 
 
Blessed by 3 Bishops in attendance who said daily mass  
And speakers who explained the Cursillo method and all its tasks. 
 
National level leaders along with those from regional and local communities  
Personal friends of Eduardo Bonnín were there for all to meet and see. 
 
Allentown sent 32 Cursilllistas who volunteered and helped in many ways  
From registration to the bookstore and musicians to sing and guitars to play. 
 
Energy and spiritual guidance – one could feel the Holy Spirit's presence  
During the masses one could feel everyone's reverence. 
 
Encouraged to meet new people from far and near  
Small group gatherings allowed people to share, listen and hear. 
 
Days filled with speakers, prayer time and some decent University meals  
One had time to reflect in self prayer and work on ones' Ideal. 
 
A grand fiesta ended our time together  
A beautiful weekend with beautiful weather. 
 
Nikki Kotoris 
 
 
       

 
I’m so glad I made it to the Encounter; I definitely want to attend them in the future, especially when we 

are hosting in Region 2 again.  When we held small groups with “strangers” from other Regions after the 

talks it was a great opportunity to learn how they do things a little differently, such as team formation.  It 

was a privilege to hear from speakers who actually knew and grouped with Eduardo Bonnín.  At Mass on 

Saturday, when we all prayed the Our Father in our native languages, I gained a greater appreciation for 

the universality of the Church and the worldwide presence of Cursillo. 

 
De Colores! 
Jim Clee 

 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

A small part of those attending 
the Encounter. 
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Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you.  Blessed are you among 
women and blest is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of death.  Amen.  Gentle 
Mother, peaceful dove, teach us wisdom; teach us love.”  Our Mother Mary 
teaches us the way to say yes to Jesus to accept the real love He has for us.   
 
Bishop Nevares shared that when we receive the Eucharist, we are in 
heaven. “God present to me, me present to my brothers and sisters.”  The 
priest does not offer the sacrifice himself alone, but with the Body of Christ 
(I/We come to Mass and we offer up the sacrifices of my/our life and we 
offer this to Christ.  Many grains of wheat, many grapes – smashed 
together.  These are offered.  The myriad of God’s graces in the presence of 
each of us, the graces on each of us during this weekend and this “colorful” 
De Colores sign of God’s real presence.   
 
I remember saying at my closing that I had been given a present in the 
presence of Christ visible to me in the presence of my sisters and brothers 
on the weekend.  This presence and love I receive when I take time in the 
present to be with Jesus, to give me the love I need, to love others.  This is 
to be done in honest friendship of being who I am and sharing with my 
brothers and sisters in Christ in friendship.  Sharing has challenges – my self
-perception, sense of worth, misunderstanding – and I need to pray about it 
for the grace to receive friendship and the grace to give friendship, in my fourth day, the desire is there to 
be Understood as well as the need to take time and attention to be understanding of you, to understand 
you.   
 
Miguel shared that Eduardo “always made me feel like I was his friend” – not that Miguel was less of a 
person than Eduardo.  A friendship compliments without the need for forced praise.  And it allows each to 
give their opinions even if they do not agree, it is based on sincerity and reality, with mutual respect and 
trust.  Trust to be able to express ourselves.  Eduardo would seek people out to group and share, not to give 
advice for problems or help people get out of additions, but to reflect the love of God to them.  He did not 
tell people to do pious things; he helped people find the possibilities within themselves.  He was concerned 
with difficulty and suffering, much as Our Lady was and has, in her many appearances, such as in Fatima, 
asked for prayer, and sacrifices to intercede for others who need our help.  “O my Jesus forgive us our sins, 
save us from the fires of hell, and lead all souls to heaven, especially those in most need of thy mercy.” 
 
Deb Neely 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bishop Ronald Gainer, Diocese of Harrisburg; Bishop Joseph 
Bambera, Diocese of Scranton; Bishop Eusebio Elizondo, 
Archdiocese of Seattle, and numerous priests and deacons 
celebrate Mass with the almost 900 Encounter attendees. 

Marian Enthronement 



4 

What a 'high!' Spending the Encounter 

weekend with almost 900 like-minded 

(including 3 Bishops), God loving Cursillistas 

was nothing short of 'amazing,' to say the 

least. You could feel and (I dare say), even 

touch heaven. It was a powerful weekend. A 

glimpse of the joy and peace that only 

heaven can offer. Listening to people share 

what they are doing for the good of the 

movement makes me feel like I'm standing 

still.   

De Colores! 

Fidelia Gower 

 

 

This was my first National Encounter.  I was drawn 

into the presence of the Holy Spirit just opening 

the program!  Having Mass in English, Spanish, 

and Vietnamese was a blessing.  Receiving Our 

Lord in Holy Communion with our Cursillo 

brothers and sisters was, as Bishop Nevares said, 

“Heaven on Earth -  I with God, God with me, and 

we with one another”.   The small group 

….speaking with and learning about other Cursillo 

communities throughout the US was informative 

and joy-filled.  Moving forward, I learned of the 

importance of friendship, the need to ponder, 

simplify, and live in the fullness of Christ every 

moment of the day.  DeColores!  

Sandi Lloyd 

 

 

 

This is the 1st time Gina and I attended a 

Cursillo Encounter.  I am sorry that we had 

not known about these annual events in the 

past (or maybe we were just not paying 

attention). 

We need to share this with our other Cursillo 

brothers and sisters, to plan for the next 

event. It was a very rewarding experience and 

we felt blessed having met and shake the 

hands of Miguel, a friend of our founder, 

Servant of God Eduardo Bonnín. 
 

God willing, we look forward to the next 

National Encounter and hopefully celebrating 

our founder as venerable! 
 

AMDG, 

Jake (& Gina) Gonzales 

 

 

 

Unbelievable experience!  First time attending an 

Encounter and hopefully not the last.  Being part 

of the music ministry was a little stressful – like 

most Cursillo experiences we rely on the Holy 

Spirit for everything to come together more than 

we should, but a powerful witness to the spirit in 

the Cursillo movement.   
 

Two moments “closest to Christ” for me 

happened during the recitation of the Rosary 

when all the participants recited the “Hail Mary” 

in their native language – English, Spanish, 

Vietnamese, Korean, Italian, Tagalog, Portuguese, 

and probably more!  What a joyful noise.   
 

The second occurred during the celebration of 

Sunday’s liturgy.  One of the communion hymns 

was “I am the Bread of Life.”  I looked up from the 

music when the sound of 900+ voices hit my ears 

and saw so many arms raised when the refrain 

was sung:  “And I will raise you up!”  I have goose 

bumps just thinking of it now. 
 

Also learned that I’m too old for dorm living and 

1-foot square showers make life just a little 

difficult! 

Mary LaBianca 
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My Dear Cursillistas,  I pondered what to say of 
value to the community, because there was so 
much to digest; organization excellent!  Format 
and timing great.  Masses with concelebrating 
priests, deacons, Bishops, Archbishops, was 
humbling and beautiful to say the least.  I was so 
very impressed as to the magnitude of Cursillo 
today, with so many countries represented and 
their beautiful culture.  The kindness of All who 
attended.  
 
I need to say what I take away, also, is how the 
Allentown diocese in those early decades never 
strayed away from the basics of which Eduardo 
Bonnín always spoke.  ESSENCE, PURPOSE, and 
METHOD.  We also were blessed with the 
presence of a priest, sometimes more than one, 
deacons, who could share thoughts of a witness 
talk given. I am certain that has helped along 
with the Bishops’ support to keep our Allentown 
Cursillo strong.   
 
I come away with the fact I need to do more, 
Make a friend, Be a Friend, and bring that friend 
to Christ. It is what our nation and world need 
now more than ever. 
 
De Colores, Susie Frantz 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The National Encounter in Scranton was filled 
with the love and joy that could only be a gift 
from the Holy Spirit.  Many informative sessions, 
praying the rosary with each Hail Mary prayed by 
a Cursillista in their language. On Sunday’s vigil 
mass the Lord’s Prayer was prayed by all present 
in their language and was very moving 
emotionally for me. A reminder to me of what it 
may have been like at Pentecost.  It was also so 
good to see  some people I hadn’t seen in a while 
and to meet many new ones.  A wonderful time 
of love and friendship. De colores 

Helen McComb 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This was my first National Encounter.  I was so 
amazed at the reality of the international 
character of Cursillo! 
 
Vicki Sefranek 
 
 

Jim and I had a truly great encounter at the 
National Encounter in Scranton!  It was worth the 
500 miles drive!  We got to reconnect with all the 
Cursillistas from Allentown Diocese, and meet 
new Cursillistas from our new diocese in 
Tennessee!  We then introduced our old friends 
from PA to our new friends from TN!  That was 
cool.  Our lay director was there along with 13 
others from Knoxville.   
 
We met a lot of new people from all over the US 
and got to practice our Spanish, too.  I also 
reconnected with a friend from college who is 
now active in the Scranton Diocese Cursillo.  We 
enjoyed the food, the talks, and especially the 
liturgy.  The highlight for us was saying the 
rosary in many languages.  It’s amazing that we 
can understand what is being prayed, since the 
rosary is the same in any language!   
 
It was a wonderful, grace-filled experience and 
we highly recommend it to all Cursillistas. 
 
De Colores, 
Betty and Jim Mac Dougall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This was my first “Encounter” and God willing, 
not my last. I was so grateful to meet so many 
God filled people. The friendliness and openness 
were amazing. It also provided an opportunity for 
me to get closer to people in my Ultreya group.  
So glad I got to attend. 
 
Terry Ammon 

Statues of Mary ready for the Marian Enthronement. 
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The Top Twelve Reasons to Attend a National Cursillo Encounter 
 
(David Letterman always did a top 10, but there were 12 Apostles, so I'll go with 12) 
 
12. The opportunity to participate in a multi-lingual Rosary, Mass every 

day, confession, shared meals, small group sharing with new friends 
from all over our great nation, excellent speakers, Ultreya, a Cursillo 
bookstore to help our formation, and a Fiesta. 

11. The wonderful music, including the chance to see my husband 
singing "Let the Fire Fall" on stage at the Fiesta with our Virginia 
friend Steve and Bill Minford in front of hundreds of Cursillistas 
clapping and singing along. 

10.  Renewed friendships. I  have attended the past 3 National 
Encounters and see many of the same people every year.  It's as if 
no time has passed since we last saw each other. It was also great 
seeing former Allentown Cursillistas Marlene Lester and Jim and 
Betty MacDougall who traveled from Massachusetts and Tennessee 
to be there. 

9.    Inspiration from people who traveled 26 hours each way by car to attend the National Encounter 
because they wouldn't miss one. 

8.    Volunteer opportunities to serve our Cursillo Community working registration, helping in the 
bookstore, handing out headsets, helping with the liturgies and playing and singing with the 
music ministry. 

7.    Feeling the energy and power that comes from so many faithful Cursillistas gathered together to 
share how we have each answered Christ's call to share His Good News! 

6.   Getting to meet men who were lifelong friends of our Cursillo founder, Eduardo Bonnín, and 
learning about the essence of the Cursillo movement and the importance of true friendship from 
them.    

5.   The joy, joy, joy of multiple Bishops, Priests and Deacons celebrating Mass with 900 friends who 
are all journeying to be better Christians and better friends with each other and those in their 
communities. 

4.    Bishop Elizondo's homily calling us to be living memories of Jesus; to persevere so society 
doesn't change us; and to always be searching, searching with JOY . . . ULTREYA! 

3.   The time for Cursillo is NOW!  Cursillo is a movement … move, travel and join in. 
2.    Experiencing the National Encounter with over 30 members 

of the Allentown Diocese, together, unified, and displaying our 
colors, blue on Saturday for Mary. 

1.    God is Counting on me and on you, and I on Him! 
  
De Colores, 
 
Lisa Siciliano   
    

Cursillistas at “work.” 
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Eduardo Bonnín’s friends Miguel Sureda 
and Ramón Rosselló, keynote speakers. 

Carla Saveri and Helen McComb 
share with other Cursillistas. 

Allentown Diocese Cursillistas from both Spanish and English communities. 

Our Founder, Eduardo Bonnín 



8 

The Poster 
Cursillo Movement 
Diocese of Allentown 
St. Columbkill RC Church 
200 Indian Spring Rd. 
Boyertown, PA 19512 

 Lay Director    Woody Siciliano 
 Spiritual Advisor    Rev. Martin Kern 
 Assist. Spiritual Advisor   Deacon Bill Hassler 
 Pre-Cursillo    Lisa Ianni and Kathy Green 
 Cursillo     Matt and Sandi Lloyd 
 Post-Cursillo    Tony Saldutti 
 Treasurer     Theresa Racek 
 Secretary     Helen McComb 
 Database of Cursillistas  Jim Lee 
 School of Leaders   Jim Clee 
 Historian     Jeanne Fignar 
 Palanca     Paula Perez 
 
 Editor, Poster     Mary LaBianca 

Secretariat 2019 


